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ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The CHATRMAYN said he wished to place before the Cormittee for its
consideration a number of general points of agreement that had emerged from extensive

consultations that he had held since the previous meeting.

‘Pirst, the Committee would hold both official and unofficial meetings.

Second, during the following week the Committee would hold only official meetings,
in order, inter alia, to review the work of the Working Groups of Sub~Committee III
of the Sea~Bed Committee, especially for the benefit of those delegations that had not
been members of the latter, and to enable delegations to make general statements on all
the three items alloceﬁed to the Third Committee. TFor the first three days, delegations
should concentrate on item 12 concernlng the preservatlon of the marine environment
and, for the following two days, on items 13, concerning scientific research, and 1k,
concernlng development and transfer of techunology. IHe hoped that their statements
would be short and that only those delegations that had not made statements in the
Sea~Bed Committee would speak. After all general statements had been made, the
Committee would hold official meetings once & week, or vwhen. the Chairman deemed it
appropriate, to enable delegations to submit proposals formally and to hear progress
reports on the unofficial meetings. ’

Third, the Committee would, in the course of ite unofficisl meetings, consider
alternately item 12 st one meeting and items 13 and 1h at the following meeting. Those
meetings would be on a daily basis. He suggested that the Committee, when considering
item 12 in unofficial meetings, should be under the chairmanship of Mr. José Luis Vallarta
of Mexico, who had been proposed by the Latin American countries and supported by the
various regionsl groups. During the consideration of items 13 and 14, he himself would
preside over the unofficial meetings until he found it feasible to designate a Chairman,
in consultation with the regional groups.

~~Fourth, -informal ad hoc working groups might occasionally be esteblished to .
con61der spec1f1c 1tems, and might be under the chalrmanshlp of persons other than the
regular Chalrmen of . the unoff1c1al meetings. Such persons would be app01nted by )
the Chairman of the Maln Commlttee in consultetlon Wlth the reglonal groups. -

Fifth, all of the proposals which hed been submitted to Sub-Committee III of the
Sea-Bed Commlttee, together with proposals submitted during the current session of the

/oo
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(The Chairman)

' Conference,: wpuld be- placed before the Thlrd Commlttee It should con51der all texts _
prepared by the Working Groups of Sub-Committee III, 1nclud1ng proposals tham had not
been dealt w1th by that %ub-Commlttee. The maln function of the unofficial meetings
would be to negotlate on substantlve issues, whlle most of the drafting work could be
undertaken by the ad hoc working groups if and when they were set up.

Sixth, it had been suggested thet the Secretariat should bring up to dexe‘the
unofficial comparative table of proposals submitted by Working Group 2 of
Sub=Committee III, giving special attention to those proposals that had not been-.
included in the original tables and to new proposals submitted during the current session
of the Conference. Those amended tables, which the-Secretariat was urged to produce

as soon as possible, would be for use during the unofficial meetings.

| Mr. CISSE (Senegal), speaking on behalf of the group of African States, said
that the members of the group with which he had had en opportunity to consult generally

approved of the Chairman's suggestions.

Mr. GAMBOA (Chile) said that, slthough his delegation opposed the
establlshment of worklng groups, it was ready to support the Chairman' s'coﬁpromise
formula. However, in order to av01d creatlng dlfflcultles for smaller delegatlons,
none of the meetlngs should be held 31multaneously. Furthermore, all meetlngs should be

provided with 1nterpretatlon.

The CHAIRMAN assured the representatlve of Chlle that his wishes would be o

complled Wlth.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ (Venezuela) said that his delegatlon generally approved of the

Chairman's suggestions. However, he hoped that, in order to meet the needs of the

smaller delegatlons, the suggested ad hoc worklng groups would not hold many meetings.

The CHAIRMAN gave his assurance that the ad hoc hoo Worklng groups would be

established only occa51onally, as and when the Commlttee deemed it necessary. They
would be established for the purpose of bringing together elther the sponsors of 51m11ar

Joun
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proposals or the sponsors of different proposals with a view to increasing the aresa
of common ground. Such a procedure was designed to dssist all delegetions, large

and small.

Mr. KORTCHEFSKIY (Byelorussian Soviet Soc1allst Republlc), speeking on behalf

of the group of Eastern European States, supported the Chairmen's suggestlons.

Mr. MANNER (Finland), speaking on behalf of the group of Western European
and other States, said that, although the group would have preferred the establishment
of two separate working groups, it was ready, in a spirit of co-operation, to accept
in their geneéral outline the Cheirman's suggestions concerning the organization of
work. Since the group had last met, however, certain changes had been made in the
suggested organization of work which the group as & whole had not yet had the opportunity
to consider or approve. His delegamion, for its part, could accept the plan, provided
it was-sufficiently flexible to ensure that all ayéil&ble expertise would be used when

necessary.

The CHAIRMAN said. that the solution relating to the selection of a Chalrman

to preside over the unofficial meetlngs had been reached after prolonged discussions,
during which the Latin Amerlcan countries had suggested that Mr. Vallarta might pre51de
over the unofficial meetlngo of the Committee when 1tem 12 was belng considered. He
hoped that it would soon be pessible to designate a Chawrman to pre51de over the

Commlttee for the con51derat10n 1n unofficial meetings of items 13 and 1k.

Mr. PAPAGEORGION (Greece) said that his delegatlon had always believed that

the questlons of pollutlon and sclentlflc research should be considered separately.
He agreed w1th the Chalrman s suggestlon relat1ng to the ‘selection of a Chairman to

_ preside over the unofflclal meetlngs, as well as that relatlng +to - documentation.

Mr. MBOTE (Kenya) gsaid that his delegatlon could accept the Chairman's
suggestions. However, in v1ew of the extreme 1mportance of the'questions of scientifiec
research and the development and trensfer of technology, he hoped that the problem of
the selectlon of & Chairman to preside over the Committee during its’ con51derat10n of
those items in wnofficial meetings would be resolved as soon as p0551ble, and certainly
before it began considerating them in detail. He also wished to emphasize the need

to avoid a proliferation of ad hoc working groups.

lon.
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Mr. YTURRIAGA BARBERANW (Spein) supported the Chairman's suggestions with regard

ito the Committee's organization of work.
-« He thought that both official and unofficial meetings of the Committee snould be

announced in the Journsal.
In order to avoid possible duplication of work, arrangements should be made for

joint meetings with experts from the First and Second Committees.

The CHAIRMAN said that announcements about both kinds of meeting would be

made 'in the Journal

The’ co-ordlnatlon of the uommlttee s work w1th that of other bodles could be _
achieved through regular meetings of the Cbalrmen of the various Comnu.ttees‘J through the
General Committee, through plenary meetlngs and eventually through the Drafting Commlttee.

The matter of dupllcatlon was actually covered by rule 17 of the rules of procedure.

Mr. MOORE (United States of Amerlca), ¥r. HASSAN (Sudan), Rapporteur,
Mr. HUSSEIN (Pakistan) and, on behalf of the Asian countries, Mr. VANDETGERT (sri Lankse)

endorsed the Chairman's suggestions.

Miss MARIANI (France) accepted the Chairman's suggestions and said she hoped

that the problem of the chairmanship of the unofficial meetings on scientific research

and the transfer of technology could be rapidly solved.

Mr. DAHMOUCHL (Algerla) said that he too sgreed w1th the Chairman’s
suggestions. He thought that the reports of the ad hoc groups ahould be made flrst of

all to an unofficial meetlng of the Commlttee.

The CHAIRWAN replied that the ad hoc groups might, 1f necessary,. report to, an

official meet;ng of the Copmittee. The officers of the Committee would ensure that such

groups did not proliferate.

Mri KOVALEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) approved the Chairman‘s

suggestions on the organization of work, documentation, and avoidance of duplic¢ation.:

Tﬁ%hCﬁﬁiRMANusaid he took it that the Committee approved the suggesti&ns
he had made. - s | o

It was so deéfaed.

fooo
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The CHAIRMAN said that, in order to assis®t the Committee in its work in

official meetings the following week he would summerize the preparatory work that had

been done on the three items allocated to the Committee in accordance with the de0151ons
taken at the fifteenth plenary meeting. '

With regard to item 12, concerning preservation of the marine environment, he
said that Working Group 2 of Sub-Committee IIT of the Sea-Bed Committee ~ the Working
'Group on Marine Pollution - had, at its March 1973 session in New York and its July-
=August 1973 session at Geneva, examined and prepared a number of texts and alternatives
on the basis of forma1 proposals submitted to Sub-Committee ITI. Those texts were
reproduced in volume I of the reporv of the Sea-Bed Committee to the twenty-eighth
‘session of the General Assembly (A/9021, pp. 86-100). They were concerned with the
follow1ng'matters. basic obllgatlons to_preserve and protect the marine environment;
particular obligations to prevent pollution of the marine environment from any source
and the obligation to prevent demage from marine pollution; global and regional
co-operation; technical assistance; monitoring; and standards. The Wbrklng Group had
included in its report to the Sub-Committee a set of alternative texts submitted by
Brazil which it had not been able to consider.

The Working Group had not been able td complete its considération‘of those texts
or examine other provisions in the formal draft proposals, dealing with the following
matters: definition of marine pollution, responsibility and liability, enforcement,
1mmun1t1es, freedom of the high seas, settlement of dluputeq, relationship to other
treaties or conventions and internationsl 1nst1tut10ns. It had considered some aspects
of those topics, but had not included texts directly relating to them in its report.

During the Committee’s official mectlngs, menbers would be 1nv1ted to speak on
all matters raised, whether or not they had been considered by Sub—Commlttee ITT. Tﬂefe
were various ways of proceeding, but he felt that it should concentrate on those items
that Sub-Committee IIT had considered oniy partially or not at all. He hoped that its
discussions would produce guidance for future work. o

With regard to item 13, on scientific research, and item 1k, on the development
and transfer of technology, he said that Working Group 3 of Sub~Committee IIT of the
Sea—Bed Committee - the Working Group on Marine Scientific Research and Transfer of
Technology - had discussed matters relating to the definition snd obJectlves of marine

sc1ent1flc research and the conduct, promotion and prerequlsltes of such research in the

/oon
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llght of formal draft proposals submltted to Sub—@pmmlttee III. It had prepared
‘”alternatlve texts on those 1tems, which appeared .in. wolume: T of the report ‘of the ‘Bea~Bed
Conmittee to the twenty—elghth session of the General Assembly (A 9021, P, 103-105)
It hadrnot cofisidered the follow1ng toplce, Whlch were covered 1n the fermal proposals
submitted 't Sub—dommlttee I11: consent, part1c1patlon and obllgatlons of coastel
States, general condltlons for the conduct of marine sc1ent1f1c research, 1nternat10nal
and reglonal co—operatlon for marine seientific research), includlng exchange and
publlcatlon of scientific. deta; iftternational’ 1nst1tutlons9 status of ‘seientific R
equipment in the marine environment g responsibility and llablllty, settlement of B
disputes; and obllgatlone under the Unrted Nations -Charter/and other international
treaties. L e
The Working Group had not been able to start consideranion of theépransfer of
technology. : : e _T,: i |
ThHe“préparatory work on sc1ent1flc reeearch and the transfer of technology had:;
not progressed: beyond its very early stages and the Committee would have to begin more
or less at the beginning. . The .proposals, texts ‘dnd alternatlves would however, prov1de

a broad ba 1s for discussion.
# / FORe; I

Mr LEGAULT (Canada) said that two 1mportant 1tems, concernlng speclal,
measures by coestel States to prevent pollutlon 1n the llght of geographlgal Nol S
ecologlcal eondltlons and” theizonal approach to the preventlon of merlne JHolintion;..
Seemed’ to heye‘been omitted from B Chalrman llsf of' toplcs not. examlned .Qr..completed
by the- Wbrklng Groups OF¢ Sub-Coﬁmlttee III “He suggesbed that the two ;items, whiech had:
appeared in a number of proposals, including the proposal. submltted by hlslown and 16
other delegatlons (A/AC.138/8C., III/L‘56), ShOle befadded to the 11;;
dlscussed by the Commlttee in offlclal and unoff1c1al meetlngs.“ ,
He supported the. Chalrman g suggestlon that ﬁhe Oommlttee shgul& concentrete on

1ssues to be

the 1tems considered only. partlally or not et all by Sub Commlttee III.”'

r&“ *‘5"4 BT {7 st

The CHAIRMAN seid thet, as he understood’ 1t the two items referred to by the
e@glisuch as standards and

Canadian representative would be covered. by other-;t

enforcement .

/- ..
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_ Mr. LEGAULT (Canada) said his only concern was that the two issues should be
considered separately and should be included among'the items which had not been fully or !
partially considered; otherwise they would have lower priority.

Mr, BUSTANI (Brazi;) suggested that the Committee should start by a second
 reading of the Geneva texts, with a view to narrowing differences. . The Canadien

representative's points could be included in the re-reading of the texts on standards.

Mr. LEGAULT (Canada) said that if the Committee was going to identify issues
not considered or completed, it would be logical to list separately the two issues he

had mentionéd.

" Mr, KIRWAN (Ireland) said that the Chairmen's lists were merely indicative
and therefore not binding.

" Mr. LEGAULT (Canada) remarked thet an indicative list comld not be helpful if
it excluded two of the most important, controversial and difficult issues before the

Committee.

Mr. JAIN (India) suggested that in the Committee's unofficial meetings
representatives might be allowed to add or highlight issues which they felt had not been
sufficiently emphesized in the lists.

Furthermore, if the work of the two Working Groups of Sub~Committee III was to be
reviewed for the benefit of delegations which had not participated in the work of the
Sea-Bed Committee, it would'be better not to_limit discussion to the items not fully or
partially considered by the Working Groups, so that representatives of those delegations
could comment on all issues.

The CHAIRMAN said that he wished to meke it clear that there would be a
flexible spproach and that his lists of items were not intended to be preclusive or

exhaustive. The Committee would consider all proposals submitted to it. He requeSted }
that proposals concerning subjects or issues to be discussed should be submitted to him
in writing by Wednesday, 17 July, at the latest.

The meeting rose at 6,00 p.m.
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